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Foreword

This report has been written at the request of the ceramics research institute
CERAM of Stone-on-Trent UK.

The report provides an overview of the current state-of-the-art in the
manufacture of ceramic component parts made using Additive Layer
Manufacturing (ALM) technologies, as of March 2008.

More specifically, the report discusses the potential business benefits of
manufacturing ‘end-use’ component parts using ALM technologies in an
application know as ‘Rapid Manufacturing’. The report looks at the current
ALM processes capable of producing ceramics parts and looks at some of the
current ceramic RM applications. The report also provides some insight into
the future of ceramic RM by looking at a range of university research projects.

As the report will demonstrate ceramic RM remains in its infancy. However, it
also highlights some of the future commercial opportunities for both ceramic
materials developers and ceramic product manufacturers.
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